
Prehistory The period of time before history began. Before any written records 

were found.

Paleolithic ‘The Old Stone Age’.

Mesolithic 'The Middle Stone Age'

Neolithic 'The New Stone Age'

Stone Age A period in prehistory when early humans used stone.

Bronze Age A period in prehistory when humans used bronze.

Iron Age A period in history when humans used Iron.

Archeologist A historian who digs to find evidence about what life was like in the 

past.

Artefact An object from history that tells us what life was like in the past.

The Stone Age is a period in prehistory that covers over 3 million years. It 
began when the first human-like animals came into existence. It is called 
The Stone Age because early humans used stone tools.

Stone Age Homes
During the Palaeolithic Period, early humans sheltered from the cold in caves. During the 
Mesolithic and Neolithic periods, early humans begun building shelters and homes.

Stone Age Clothes
During The Stone Age, early humans wore animal skins to keep them warm. These were sewn 
together using bone needles. They also made jewellery from teeth.

Stone Age Food
The main source of food during The Stone Age was meat from animals which they hunted. They also 
gathered plant-based foods like leaves, berries, nuts and seeds.

Communication during The Stone Age
Symbols have been found on cave walls and it is believed that these were used to 
communicate.
Things to do in The Stone Age
During The Stone Age, people gathered food and hunted animals to eat, they built shelters, made 
tools and weapons from stone, made their own clothing from animal skins, painted on cave walls, 
made fires to cook on and keep warm, made jewellery and made objects from clay.



Structure A structure is a building or object constructed 

from different parts.

Strengthen To make something stronger or more stable.

Audience The audience of a product is who it is being 

made and designed for. Our shelters are being 

designed and made for Stig, a Stone Age Man.

Purpose The reason a product is being made. The 

purpose of our structures is to provide warmth 

and shelter.

Foundation The lowest part of a building that everything is 

built onto.

Shelter To provide protection and cover from bad 

weather..

Natural 

Materials

Things that occur naturally and can be found in 

nature. For example, sticks, leaves, stones.

Design To plan carefully what a product will look like and 

how it will be made.

Early humans used to paint on the walls of caves, using 
natural sedimentary rocks like coal, chalk, yellow ocher and 

red oxide rocks. They would grind up these coloured rocks to 
create a powder which was mixed with water to make a 

paste that could be used to paint with.

Most cave paintings were of prehistoric animals, hunters or 
handprints. Symbols have also been found on cave walls and 

it is believed these were used to communicate.





Light A form of natural energy that travels in a wave from a source.

Light Source An object that makes its own light.

Dark The absence of light.

Reflection The process where light hits the surface of an object and bounces 

back to our eye.

Reflect To bounce off

Reflective A word to describe something that reflects light well.

Ray Waves of light are called light rays or beams.

Pupil The black part of the eye which lets light in.

Retina A layer at the very back of the eye. It takes the light the eye receives 

and changes it into nerve signals to send to the brain.

Shadow An area of darkness where light has been blocked.

Opaque A word to describe objects that do not let light pass through.

Translucent A word to describe objects that let some light through. You can't see 

through these objects properly.

Transparent A word to describe objects that allow light to travel through them 

easily, meaning you can see through the object.

We need light to be able to see 

things. Light travels in a straight 
line. When light hits an object, it is 

reflected (bounces off). If the 

reflected light hits our eyes, we 
can see the object. Different parts 

of our eyes help us to see light. 
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